A New Vision for High Speed Rail in
Europe

A high-speed rail revolution is toking place oll aver Europe.
Fronce, Germany, the United Kingdom, Belgium ond the
Netherlands are already linked by the same High-5peed
Network. This Europeon High-Speed Network hos the
potentiol to reduce trovel times ond harmful emissions
compared to rood ond oir traffic, while increasing maobilicy
and creoting jobs.

However, while billions of Euros of public money haos bean
spent on high-speed infrostructure - justified by the prospect
of naw jobs and environmental benefits - we will not deliver
such benefits unless we develop a newwision for high-s peed
rail,

Our concern rests on three key obsemnvotions

IF the high-spead lines are o provide value for money by
supporting  balonced regional growth and  sustainable
development, we need o ersure that the regions and
localities they pass though have access to international
services. InMNorth-West Europe, for exomple, since our towns
and cities are close together and there is g high population
density high-speed services should be adapted to ensure
that the widest possible public is served,

The Japanese example shows us that intermediate sktops
and high speed rail are not incompatible. At the present
time in Europe. however, there is a widely-held belief that
high-speed rail can only perform over long distances and
Wwith non-stop services, Indeed, some rail operators say non-
stop services bebueen terminus cities are the only way o
compebe with airlines. Such views hove already led t bitker
conflicks between stakeholders and are not supported by the
evidence From elsewhere,

With high-spesd rail originally a national development, it
is understandable that national assumptions may have
influenced the picture across Europe, However, with the
advent of international nebworks, it is vital that we work
together to create a bether vision for making best use of
these assats and serving the interests of our citizens. As
yet, no effedive gowernance body exists for cross-border
diglogue betwesn the relevant stakeholders. A new forum
For discussion, decision and action is vrgenty needed.

On the 13th of Februany 2009, Kent County Council, the
Conseil Régional Nord-Pos de Calais, Cemeente Breda and
Brobantstad decdded to create a Evropeon MNetwork of
High-Speed Regions, the first vital step towards building
this new form.

The Network represents dbes and reglons thot ore concerned
by the Futwre of high-speed nail in their barribony. This plotfom
For diologue will ;

1. Work together o secure the right level of high-speed
senvices of intermediote stotions.

2. Bemme o recognised partner for the EU insttutions in
the development of Future tromsport policies that respect
territoriol mhesion ond regional devalopment.

3. Work in portmership so thot high-speed mail reaches is
potental o mntribube © economic development o low
carbon Future and a fully accessible Euvrope.

If you share our goals, join us to create this new vision
for high-speed roil in Evrope.
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